
 

 

Overview of the Instrumental Syllabus Framework 

 

Purpose  

The syllabus provides a sound framework for teaching, reflecting the ‘Importance of 

Music’ (a National Plan for Music) requirements and aspirations.  

Aims  

 To establish broad and balanced programmes of study for teaching and learning of 

music through instruments including voice, complementing and reflecting the National 

Curriculum for music  

 To provide a framework for instrumental and vocal teachers to develop schemes of work, 

exhibit differentiation, continuity and progression and be able to respond effectively to 

individual needs and achievement  

 To provide agreed standards of pupil attainment allowing effective performance 

management of the teaching methods  

 To provide criteria and procedures for assessing pupils and ensuring that achievements 

are recorded and recognised in a consistent way  

 

Activities within the syllabus and the overall approach will:  

 Explore creative musical ideas through instrumental and vocal learning  

 Develop pupils’ knowledge, skills, understanding and enjoyment of music  

 Enhance understanding and appreciation of different instrumental cultures and traditions  

 Provide opportunities for pupils to play and progress individually and as members of 

ensembles  

 Encourage reflection and evaluation using a range of musical and verbal communication 

skills  

 Foster an awareness of, and use a range of ICT resources to enhance teaching, learning 

and performance where appropriate  

 Develop pupils’ knowledge, understanding and use of a range of appropriate notations 

(i.e. staff, cipher, tablature, etc)  

 Promote spiritual, moral, emotional and cultural development through learning an 

instrument and performing with others  

 Use an appropriate range of agreed philosophies and methods of instrumental and pre-

instrumental teaching (Suzuki, Dalcroze etc)  

 

For Instrumental teachers the syllabus provides:  

 continuity and parity of learning through agreed teaching objectives and outcomes  

 a way to incorporate and build on previous learning  

 a guide to the skills, expectations and quality of pupils’ learning  

 a framework to nurture sufficient flexibility in lesson planning to develop suitable 

activities in the light of pupils’ needs and responses 


