
 

 

Guide to Online Music Lessons (Students & Parents/Carers) 

• Environment Set up for your lesson in a shared room of the house such as the 

dining room. Make sure that others in the house know you are having a music 

lesson. Clear any clutter that will be distracting on screen and if possible, find a 

neutral background (like a blank wall). Don’t have a window or light behind you, as 

this will make it difficult to be seen.  

• Internet Ask others in the house to avoid high bandwidth usage like movie 

streaming or downloading. It’s even better if you can have sole use of the Wi-Fi 

during your lesson. 

• Dress Appropriately Wear something appropriate for your music lessons. If 

your teacher isn’t happy with your dress they can end the lesson. 

• Be Ready Tune and warm-up your instrument before your lesson so that you are 

ready to play. If you are not sure how, ask your teacher to show you. 

• Be Prepared Make sure you have everything you need for the lesson within easy 

reach. Set up your music stand or prop up your music so you can see it clearly and 

it isn’t obstructing the camera view. Keep a pencil and notebook to hand. 

• Be on Time Be ready to start your lesson at least five minutes early. 

• Audio and Video Setup We strongly recommend using a computer (desktop or 

laptop) for your lesson for the best possible sound and functionality. Test and 

check your settings. Check that you and your instrument are clearly in the frame 

and that you are well lit. 

• Be Ready to Learn Treat your lesson as if you were in school. Don’t let a home 

setting change the way you learn.  

• Distractions close other applications down and set your phone to ‘Do not 

disturb’ so you can give the lesson your full attention. 

• Eye Contact Don’t forget to look into the camera to engage with your teacher. 

• Ask Questions Don’t be afraid to ask your teacher questions or ask for feedback. 

Remember that lessons are a two-way experience. Ask for help if you are 

struggling with something. 

• Make Notes Write things down on a piece of paper or on your laptop to guide 

your practice through the week. 

• Be Patient At first a video lesson might seem quite different. Just keep calm and 

stay positive about learning in new ways. 
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